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whatsoever for my home community of
Flint, Michigan, struggling with water
that was poisoned by State govern-
ment—no help from Congress, despite
the fact that Members of Congress, in
both parties, on both sides of the aisle,
have expressed their concern, have
asked what they can do, and have trav-
eled to Flint.

The majority held hearings that con-
cluded that there was clearly Federal
responsibility—this is according to Re-
publicans on the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee—Federal re-
sponsibility for what took place in
Flint. Yet, despite the fact that we are
including important provisions to keep
the government open and providing re-
lief to people in Louisiana who are
struggling, which I support, no help for
Flint—despite, also, the fact that the
language that we are asking to be in-
cluded is language that passed the Sen-
ate 95-3 and is fully paid for.

So those that oppose helping Flint
can’t say it is because we can’t afford
it, because it is fully paid for, and can’t
say it is a local problem, because Re-
publicans and Democrats have already
concluded that there was a Federal
role. The only cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment is the cost of printing ink on
paper to include this legislation in the
continuing resolution. We have to in-
clude Flint.

———
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF STU-
DENTS’ DISAPPEARANCE IN
MEXICO

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker,
today marks the 2-year anniversary of
the disappearance of 43 students from
the Raul Isidro Burgos Rural Teachers’
School in Ayotzinapa, Mexico.

Sadly, Mexican authorities have yet
to secure any criminal convictions or
to uncover the whereabouts of these
disappeared students. I strongly urge
the Mexican authorities to continue to
search for the students, to bring to jus-
tice those responsible for the dis-
appearance, and to investigate the pos-
sible obstruction of justice by public
officials.

Two years is too long—too long for
the students’ grieving families and too
long for those of us who care about jus-
tice and human rights in Mexico. Let’s
not let another anniversary pass with-
out answers.

————

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE
CASCADE MALL SHOOTING IN
BURLINGTON, WASHINGTON

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise in honor of the
five individuals who were Kkilled this
past weekend in a mass shooting at the
Cascade Mall in Burlington, Wash-
ington.
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Sarai Lara was a 16-year-old sopho-
more at Mount Vernon High School, a
cancer survivor, and her mother de-
scribed her as her ‘‘right hand.”

Chuck Eagan was a Boeing mainte-
nance worker from Lake Stevens,
Washington. He had two daughters. He
was planning on retiring next year.

Shayla Martin was a 52-year-old from
Mount Vernon and a makeup artist at
the Macy’s where the shooting took
place.

Belinda Galde was a 64-year-old from
Arlington, Washington. She had served
the public for more than two decades
as a probation officer at the Snohomish
County District Courts.

Beatrice Dotson was Belinda’s moth-
er. She was 95 years old.

I honor these five individuals and ex-
press my condolences to their families
and their friends, and I honor and I
thank the law enforcement officials
whose quick investigation led to the
capture of the suspected shooter in less
than 24 hours.

Finally, I offer condolences to the
community of Burlington, Washington,
which is undoubtedly struggling to
make sense of this senseless gun vio-
lence that was brought to their door-
step.

———————

SMALL-SCALE WEATHER RADARS
IMPROVE STORM DETECTION

(Mr. McCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the scientists at the
University of Massachusetts Amherst
on their development of small-scale
weather radars to improve storm detec-
tion. With funding from the National
Science Foundation, these researchers
developed neighborhood weather radars
that have the ability to sense hazards
on a street-by-street scale.

These devices automatically adapt
scans to focus on the most powerful
parts of a storm. This innovative sys-
tem will save money and lives as it
alerts citizens and emergency per-

sonnel of impending danger before
storms arrive.
The researchers developed algo-

rithms that pinpoint the exact location
and velocity profile of a tornado by
converting the information in the time
series data on successive radar pulses
into velocity data. The real-time infor-
mation produced by this system will
give researchers clues about weather
patterns that will make weather detec-
tion even more sophisticated and accu-
rate.

This and other lifesaving tech-
nologies should be the priority of Con-
gress and the continued work of sci-
entists through the National Science
Foundation.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
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will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID ACT
OF 2016

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1877) to amend section 520J of the
Public Health Service Act to authorize
grants for mental health first aid
training programs, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1877

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Health First Aid Act of 2016".

SEC. 2. MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS TRAINING
GRANTS.

Section 520J of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 290bb—41) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting
‘‘MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS’’ before ‘‘TRAIN-
ING’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“ILLNESS’ and inserting ‘“‘HEALTH’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘, vet-
erans, law enforcement, and other categories
of individuals, as determined by the Sec-
retary,” after ‘‘emergency services per-
sonnel’’;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“‘to”’ and inserting ‘‘for evi-
dence-based programs that provide education
to teachers, personnel, and other categories
of individuals described in paragraph (1) on
at least”; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) through
(C) and inserting the following:

‘“‘(A) recognizing the signs and symptoms
of mental illness; and

‘(B) either—

‘(i) resources available in the community
for individuals with a mental illness and
other relevant resources; or

‘“(ii) the safe de-escalation of crisis situa-
tions involving individuals with a mental ill-
ness.”’; and

(D) in paragraph (7), by striking ¢,
$25,000,000" and all that follows through the
period at the end and inserting ¢$14,963,000
for each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

‘““Mental
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There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1877, the Mental Health First
Aid Act of 2016, introduced by the gen-
tlewoman from Kansas, Representative
LYNN JENKINS, and the gentlewoman
from California, Representative DORIS
MATSUI. This legislation enjoyed broad
support on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, passing through a full
committee markup on a voice vote.

The program we are reauthorizing
today is an important one. It is a grant
program that helps families and indi-
viduals in the community, including
pastors, first responders, emergency
personnel, nurses, teachers, and others
to recognize the signs of mental illness.
They are also learning how to deesca-
late a mental health crisis situation
and how to help their neighbors in need
connect with resources available for
mental health treatment in the com-
munity. Finally, H.R. 1877 is fully
CutGo compliant.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 1877, the
Mental Health First Aid Act of 2016.
This important legislation would bol-
ster our Nation’s efforts to respond to
individuals suffering from mental
health disorders and crises. It would re-
authorize a grant program to train in-
dividuals such as teachers, law enforce-
ment, and veterans, who are likely to
encounter people with mental illness.
The training would provide tools to
help those individuals detect mental
illness and provide the initial response,
including connecting individuals with
mental illness to mental health treat-
ment and service providers in their
community.

Mental illness can lead to harmful
outcomes, and that includes things
such as suicide, homelessness, and in-
volvement with the criminal justice
system. However, access to early inter-
vention and treatment services can
help an individual recover from their
condition and lead a productive life.

Despite the availability of evidence-
based interventions, we know that
there are long delays in individuals
seeking treatment after the first onset
of a mental health condition, and this
legislation hopes to reverse that trend.
Mental health awareness training will
equip more individuals with the ability
to identify the signs and symptoms of
mental illness and connect people with
mental health treatment and support
services. This would help decrease the
time from the first onset of mental ill-
ness to an individual obtaining the
treatment and services that they need.

I also encourage my colleagues to
support this legislation; but I would
like to reiterate that, just like with
H.R. 2646, the Helping Families in Men-
tal Health Crisis Act which awaits ac-
tion in the Senate, this is a necessary
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step, rather than a solution, to improv-
ing the mental health system in this
country. If we are truly serious about
fixing our broken mental health sys-
tem, we have to work together to ex-
pand access and make sustained invest-
ments.

So again, I want to thank Represent-
atives MATSUI and JENKINS for their
leadership on this issue. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important bi-
partisan bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Kan-
sas (Ms. JENKINS).

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. I thank my
friend, the gentleman from Kentucky
(Mr. GUTHRIE), for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1877, the Mental Health First
Aid Act of 2016.

The first step to help someone suf-
fering with a mental illness get the
help he or she needs is to be able to
quickly spot the signs of mental illness
and know where to point that friend,
colleague, neighbor, or family member.
H.R. 1877 will help police, first respond-
ers, veterans’ advocates, teachers, and
others spot the signs and get people the
help they need.

It authorizes a grant program that
has been included in appropriations
bills the past few years and enjoyed
great support from Congress and the
public. The grant money will go to
fund State Bureaus of Prisons, vet-
erans’ advocacy groups, EMT and EMS
teams, police officers, and firefighters.
These important groups will be edu-
cated in spotting signs of mental ill-
ness in the people they work and live
with so they can find help for these in-
dividuals.

We hear about the state of our men-
tal health system every day and the
state of the VA dealing with injured
veterans. We hear about police and
first responders called to a scene where
someone has become dangerous and
they are not sure the best way to re-
spond. H.R. 1877 will help those people
know how to respond so that the situa-
tion can stay in control and the risk of
harm to folks is lessened.

0 1415

The Kkinds of education programs
that this legislation will provide au-
thorization for have been shown to be
effective and efficient at teaching peo-
ple the signs of mental illness and how
to drop the stigma of that illness so
that someone in need can get help. I
am glad that we have decided to take
action here today.

It is well known that this piece of
legislation has been one of my top pri-
orities since coming to Congress, and I
am thankful to my colleagues on the
House Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, Chairman UPTON and Congress-
woman MATSUI, for taking it up and
supporting it. Congresswoman MATSUI
and I worked on this bill because we
both saw the need for training in com-
munities so that people in a position to
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do so could help those suffering with
mental illness.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for this legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, again, 1
encourage support of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, many Americans
know someone who is struggling with a mental
illness . . . but we often do not know how to
help. For too long . . . stigma has prevented
us from seeking the lifesaving information we
need to best help someone experiencing a
mental health crisis.

By equipping our first responders . . . law
enforcement personnel . and educators
with training and knowledge Mental

Health First Aid courses are helping break
down barriers and de-escalate crises in our
communities.

We have seen positive results from these
courses in Sacramento . . . and across the
country. By passing H.R. 1877 today . . . we
reauthorize important grant funding that will
allow for the implementation of the Mental
Health First Aid model nationally.

| want to thank Congresswoman LYNN JEN-
KINS for her work on this important legislation.
Today represents one step forward in our ef-
forts to address the mental health crisis in this
country. Yet . . . the need for comprehensive
reform remains.

We need to put adequate resources toward
our behavioral health workforce . . . and en-
sure parity between physical and mental
health care for all Americans. | will continue to
strongly advocate for a legislative framework
that supports this entire spectrum of care . . .
and | urge my colleagues to join me in those
efforts.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1877, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

DANGEROUS SYNTHETIC DRUG
CONTROL ACT OF 2016

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3537) to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to clarify how con-
trolled substance analogues are to be
regulated, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3537

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Dangerous Syn-

thetic Drug Control Act of 2016”°.
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